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Dear Dad, 

 

In honor of this milestone 

birthday, we have gathered 

together this collection of 

notes, well-wishes, photos, 

and more. In the process, 

we have been deeply 

touched by the many 

friends and family 

clamoring to tell you how 

much they love, honor, and 

respect you. 

 

You have truly lived these 

70 years to their fullest. 

And we look forward to 

sharing many, many more 

with you! 

 

We love you, Dad! 

 

         Dave and Nancy 

   September 15, 2008 

 

 
 

 
 
 



For Rogeré 
 

A few memories:  I first met Roger 

when he started at SU -- I worked at 

the Gerontology  Center and, and 

Center staff were quite excited at the 

thought of possibilities working on 

potential projects.   I can remember 

thinking how serious he looked and 

then discovering his absolutely 

wacky sense of humor and how 

endearing that was.  Anyway we did 

work together on various projects 

over the years; he became my 

academic advisor when I started 

getting my degrees, and he was a 

superb advisor, mentoring, teaching 

and supporting me as he did all his 

students.  Then I was fortunate to 

work with him and the staff at the 

Kellogg project.  I only wish the 

powers-to-be really understood what 

we achieved in that project.  One of 

our greatest achievements I believe 

was not just the objectives of the 

grant where we really did significant 

work, but rather the way in which the 

project operated.  It was a truly 

"adult education" experience for all 

of us, and much was due to Roger.  It 

was a collaborative and democratic 

working environment; team-work 

was cherished and everyone's input,  

 

 

regardless of status, was valued. 

 And we had a ball -- it was fun, we 

worked hard, and at times really 

stressed out, but we leaned on one 

another and managed.   I've had 

almost 40 years of management 

experience in three countries, and 

none has been better than that at 

Kellogg.  And the Kellogg 

friendships still endure.  Roger, I 

wish you all the luck in the world as 

you and Janet pursue your new 

adventures in the future, and yes, you 

do have an adorable grandson -- may 

you have many more (girls too)!   

 

 luv, Mo    Maureen Goodman 
 

 

Hola Rogelio -- 

         Estoy feliz de verte los domingos 

con los spanophiles.  Estas muy 

divertido. Espero cada vez entender tus 

palabras con mucho anticipacion. Haz 

un buen dia de cumpleaños. 

                                                                  

                                 --Hasta el proximo, 

                                                                  

                                        Donna Rohde 

Greetings from the 

Detlefsens! 
 

We all congratulate you on your 70th 

birthday, Roger.  Our wishes for you 

are for many, many more happy and 

healthy birthdays.  We always enjoy 

visiting with you and Janet on your trips 

to/through Iowa and hope you will 

have many of those trips in the years to 

come, too.  Have a great birthday 

celebration and know that we are 

thinking about you on your special day. 

 

With love, 

 

 Max and Marge Detlefsen 

 Ann Detlefsen and Bob Hoehle 

 Gwen and John Detlefsen 

 

Welcome to the 70's.  Not so 

bad, in fact pretty good.  We look 

forward to more shared times in the 

years to come. 

 

         Ann and Dick Pearson 



Rogeré 

Rey de los archivos de MMUUS 

Orgullo en su nieto 

Genial con los chistes y el humor 

Entusiasmo por la lengua española 

Loquito  en la cabeza : )  

Interés en su buena salud, haciendo 

ejercicios.   

Opuesto a la guerra en Iraq 

 

   Judy Antoine 

 

 

Dear Roger, 

 
It was a little surprise when I saw the 

number 70 associated your birthday. 

Time goes faster than we like to 

believe. 

 

Roger, you have always been a role 

model for me since my graduate 

student days. There are few things I 

learned from you: 

 

Å       Always treat everyone with 

respect (including people work for 

you).  

Å       Always have a passion for what 

you are doing (including barbershop  

 

 

 

quartet singing). 

Å       Always work hard (including  

all the RV traveling). 

Å       Always deal with unexpected 

situation with calm and humor 

(including the belly dancer on your 

50th birthday party.) 

 

Keep going strong! I am looking 

forward to be invited to many more 

parties! 

 

See you in Varsity! 

 

   Yuming 

 

 

I've known Roger through May 

Memorial for a long time, but only 

got to know him well during the past 

two years. He was invaluable in 

helping me organize the 1st Annual 

Samuel Calthrop Chess 

Championship. Roger produced a 

short biography of Calthrop, who 

was both a minister at May for 43  

 

 

years and a recognized chess master, 

formed the basis of our promotional 

activities for the event and generated 

an article in the Post Standard 

newspaper. Beyond offering his 

insights and historical research on 

May Memorial, Roger and Janet 

have been good friends to my wife, 

Mardie and me. One highlight of this 

friendship was the day we spent 

learning to make apple pies from 

scratch in their kitchen. While Janet 

is the master pie chef, Roger's 

enthusiasm and cheerleading are 

perhaps the most significant 

ingredient in this enterprise. Every 

pie chef needs a dedicated fan. 

   Anton Ninno 

 

Dear Roger, 

Birthday greetings to you! 

  Bob and Erselle



Dear Roger, 

Our lives began together when you 

were 29, when we married on June 

23, 1968. We look so young and 

innocent! 

 

 

 

And what wonderful times weôve 

had together. Our best ventures  

 

 

together have been Nancy and 

David!  

 

 

And here we all are in front of your 

parentsô pond. 

 

 

 

 

And here we are in 2008, 40 years 

later, with our beautiful growing 

family. I look forward to the 

wonderful times weôll have together. 

  

 

 

Happy 70
th
 Birthday, and may you 

have many, many more! 

 

I Love You. 

    Janet 



Dear Nancy and Dave, 

My best wishes to Rog on his 

birthday.  He is a very youthful 70!  

I've been honored to know Rog since 

1997 when I was dean of continuing 

education at Elmira College.  Rog 

and Janet have visited my wife, 

Ginni, and me in Massachusetts.  I 

invited Rog to make a presentation 

on "distance learning" for faculty 

at Framingham State College a year 

or more ago.  Faculty and 

administrators were favorably 

impressed and often talk to me about 

his presentation. 

  

I know Rog professionally and as a 

friend.  He spoke proudly of you 

two. 

  

Our best wishes for a joyous birthday 

celebration. 

  

        Ron and Ginni Sundberg 

 

 

Rog,  

For several years, we've been 

pleased and privileged to share so 

many special times with you and 

Janet. We've taken pleasure in the 

events of your life, big and small, 

from quiet dinners to celebrations 

that marked wonderful milestones. 

We've also shared the joys of seeing 

our children reach their own 

milestones and, finally , our shared 

"grandparenthood." 

 

Now, you join one of us in reaching 

the big "70"!!!  

 

We wish you a wonderful birthday 

and many, many more! 

 

Happy Birthday and let the revelry 

begin! 

 

With our love and best wishes, 

  Bob and Sue Bronk 

 

 

When first Ron and I met 

you, Rog, we saw a very thoughtful 

professor with a pleasant personality 

and great sense of humor - a likable 

chap, indeed.  Our boys thought you 

a bit "nerdy," but that only 

means you had much in common 

with their dad.  Little did we realize, 

until some time later, that you sing!!  

Yes, indeed, you sing barbershop! 

 Now, I grew up singing barbershop - 

at least, singing songs in harmony 

with my mom and next door 

neighbor female friends.  Many of 

the songs were barbershop songs.  So 

when you invited us to attend your 

concert, I particularly was thrilled.  It 

brought back such fond memories of 

my days back home.  And when you 

invited us to go with you and Janet to 

the Afterglow - well, that was the 

icing on the cake!  What great fun to 

sit in on such good music and great 

people sharing their love of singing. 

Thanks for the melodies, Rog.  

Happy 70th!  Keep a song in your 

heart! 

  

PEACE, 

        Elaine Johnson 

 

 



 

 

Rog, 

Joyce is celebrating her three score and ten this week as 

well, which must make September an auspicious month.  

As one who passed this milestone a few years ago, I remain 

as living evidence that it is a survivable event.  Birthdays 

become like Kaleidoscopes, you turn the lens, the circles 

spin, the colors shift, and another year comes into view, 

different but even more colorful and complicated then the 

last.  

I have enjoyed very much working with you on our many 

projects and look forward to more years of discovery.  

Enjoy you day with your family. 

Happy Birthday Rog, 

                        Harsey  

 

 

 

 

 

FRIENDS 

As one who often lingers in the past 

favoring fond memories of by gone times 

days swollen in my thoughts with images 

of the happiest of times with family, friends; 

 

Cloudless skies and endless summer days 

warm sunlight on my naked back, fresh 

strawberries sweet on my tongue, sticky fingers 

washed clean in the streamôs cool clear waters  

 

And autumn, what memories of brilliant colors 

burning leaves-- but was it all so carefree, these 

memories, fogged through the cataracts of time, 

did the youth I was appreciate those moments? 

 

Perhaps itôs a perspective that comes with age  

teaching a wiser grace about the living of life 

rationing our precious remaining time to spend 

only in the company of friends, like you. 

  

        

   Harsey Leonard, May 2004 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 

  Happy Birthday, Rog! 

 
   Bruce and Lou Ann Chapman 

 

 

 

      



A Roger Moment 

Iôve had a casual acquaintance with Roger for many years 

at MMUUS.  Through the years we have exchanged 

greetings and sometimes brief snippets from our live. But it 

has been at the vigil to stop the war in Iraq early on 

Thursday mornings that I have come to know him much 

better.  In fact, getting to know him has been one of my 

joys participating in this vigil.  I was surprised that he and 

Janet became such regulars on the curb of our church where 

we stand with our signs to end this conflict.  He has 

remarked that Janet is the prime mover in such endeavors, 

but he has been ever faithful.  

 

Perhaps it was two years ago that Rog mentioned to me that 

he had very little in the archives from the ministry of Nick 

Cardell.  As our enthusiastic and impassioned historian, this 

was a problem for him. He implored me to get materials 

from Nickôs wife Cathy Cardell who had not been 

participating in our community since her husbandôs death.  

Being a good friend of Cathyôs, I knew I was the one for 

this assignment.  Being very busy and not seeing Cathy 

frequently, I put the task off for at least a year.  When Janet 

and Rog left for a trip early this year, I resolved that I 

would get him what he wanted.  There could be no vigiling 

with him until I had bestowed upon him the materials I had 

promised to get him. 

 

It did take some persuading and support for me to get 

materials from Cathy. Finally I had several boxes of 

interesting sermons, papers and miscellaneous items to 

hand over by the time the Hiemstras returned from their 

journey.  Roger was so enthusiastic, thrilled, enthralled by  

 

the contents of those boxes that it was like I had given him 

a childôs entire Christmas celebration  in those old boxes 

with Nickôs writings.  I cannot remember his exact words 

but at one point he said something like heôd do a doctoral 

dissertation on the way Nick thought and developed ideas; 

but, alas, he was now too old to do so.  It was such a fun 

moment for me. He spoke about these papers like a true 

research historian, hungry for the information which charts 

the intellectual/spiritual input at May Memorial.  Like a 

gardener whose spring bulbs herald the coming of spring, 

Roger was holding forth on the challenge of examining 

Nickôs thinking and ideas, of  stepping into the mind of 

someone no longer with us, and of having his own thinking 

about important ideas expanded and enhanced. 

 

For me, it was a wonderful ñRoger Moment.ò 

 

             Vicky Schipper 

 

 

Happy Birthday, Roger, and may you have many 

more happy birthdays.  You and Janet have been, and are 

an important part of our activities at May -- and an 

inspiration! 

 

                    Bev and George Adams 

 

 



 

 

Rogerôs superpower is curiosity. Or maybe pestering. Or 

maybe openheartedness. Heôs a renaissance man of a new 

generation. His poetry is the science of learning, his music the 

banter of competition and debate, and his art the intersection 

of human potential and technology.  

 

He has made me feel completely welcome in his world and 

enthusiastically shared precious traditions and wisdom. He 

chuckles at my jokes (even when no one else does). He even lets 

me win at Scrabble. Thereôre so many things to love, but I think 

I love him most for his brilliance and bullheadedness, his humor 

and honesty, his deep love of family and daringness to always 

just be himself completely, to everyone, all the time.  

Rog, youôre one of a kind. My kind.  

Lots of Love, Rachel 



 

 



Here are two memories of 

Rogeré. 

  

First, I remember Roger getting 

ready to embark for darkest Africa 

in, perhaps, 1983.  He would be 

away from family and friends for an 

extended period, and Janet made 

arrangements for a farewell party.  

Guests were invited to bring light-

hearted gifts (I dislike that phrase 

"gag gifts", but that's what they 

were).  Everyone brought 

imaginative, creative gifts, and we 

spent a wonderful evening mostly 

watching Roger open his presents.  

He sat in a large overstuffed chair 

with a commanding view of the 

living room and had already assumed 

the persona of a tribal chieftain 

accepting offerings from his dutiful 

subjects.   

  

We probably enjoyed putting our 

contribution together more than 

Roger enjoyed opening it, but he was 

graciously thankful as he unwrapped 

each item in the basket.  There was a 

"lion distrater" in case he should 

encounter one of those ferocious 

beasts in wildest Africa - large size 

dog bisquit - and several selections 

that are now lost to memory.  The  

 

 

only other item that comes to mind 

was the "elephant repeller" - a 

mouse.  It's funny how language 

changes over the decades.  In our 

present age, the word, "mouse", 

inevitable refers to a computer tool, 

but this was a live, white animal that 

was perloined from a laboratory at 

Bristol-Myers.  (Actually, he was 

"saved" because he had grown too 

heavy for laboratory use.)  Roger 

picked the small box up and 

immediately commented with a 

degree of apprehension that it 

seemed to contain something live.  It 

had been carefully packed with a 

potato cube to provide moisture and 

sustenance, but, alas, the best plans 

of mice and men often go astray.  

When Roger cautiously open the 

box, the docile laboratory mouse 

peeked out, took one look at Roger 

and bit him! 

  

The second memory is far more 

recent. I will always be indebted to 

Roger for introducing me to a 

delightful young woman who for the 

last many months has been my near 

constant companion.  We enjoy 

traveling together and have made  

 

 

short trips around Central New York 

as well as more lengthy trips to far-

away states.  It is typical of Roger's 

magnanimous nature that he would 

share this wonderful, intelligent 

woman with a friend and not keep 

her selfishly to himself.  She is truly 

a woman of the world and has the 

most extensive knowledge of 

geography one could imagine. But, 

like legendary Cleopatra, it is her 

mellifluous voice that is most 

captivating.  I am referring of course 

to Jill, the voice of my new Garmin 

350 Global Positioning Device 

which Roger researched, 

purchased and recommended. 

  

Our best wishes, Roger.  

Cumpleanos Feliz! - and buena 

suerte para viaje de usted a el 

Ecuador!   

  

Thanks again, Nancy and Dave for 

pulling this whole project together.  

Your dad is a great guy! 

  

Love, 

Barb and Dave Kellogg 

 



 

 

 


